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SOC 220: Social Stratification  

Dr. Meghan Ashlin Rich 

 

Course description: “This course will investigate the varying levels of inequality in our society, 

based on the intersections of race, class, and gender.  An assessment of various social inequality 

issues and institutional realms, such as politics and the economy, will be made from a 

sociological perspective.”  

 

In this course, one class period was scheduled to discuss issues of sustainability in relation to 

social inequality, including race, class, and gender inequalities. Students were required to read 

three articles, which covered the following topics: The Environmental Justice Movement, 

environmental racism, global and spatial inequality, corporate responsibility and control of 

public space, natural and unnatural disasters, and Hurricane Katrina as it relates to race and class 

inequality and segregation.  

On our scheduled “sustainability” day, the students turned in a critical thinking paper (2-3 pages) 

in response to the question: Thinking (and writing) about the three articles for this week, 

how can we apply the concept of sustainability to issues of race, class, and gender 

inequality? Students were provided with a definition of sustainability and a website for further 

information (www.sustainablemeasures.com). In this class, all students must give a presentation 

and lead a class discussion based on a class reading. Two students were assigned to present 

articles on this day (one article was a late addition and thus was not presented by a student). 

After the presentations, we opened up the sustainability discussion to include issues of poverty 

and racial inequality and segregation.  

In addition, students were assessed on the final exam with two open-ended identifications (words 

or phrases that must be fully defined and include an example): 1) sustainability and 2) 

environmental racism. 

Required readings on sustainability: 

  

 Pellow, David Naguib and Robert J. Bruille. 2007. “Poisoning the Planet: The Struggle 

for Environmental Justice,” Contexts. 6(1):31-41. 

 Auyero, Javier and Deborah Swistun. 2007. "Amidst Garbage and Poison: An Essay on 

Polluted Peoples and Places,” Contexts 6(2): 46-51. 

 DeParle, Jason. 2005. “Broken Levees, Unbroken Barriers,” The New York Times, 

Section 4:1.  
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Office phone: (570) 941-6137 

Sociology office phone: (570) 941-6170       

e-mail: richm2@scranton.edu 

 

Office Hours: Mon./Wed. 1:00-2:50 p.m. or by appointment 

 

 

Course Description: 

 

Social stratification based on race, class, gender, and other inequalities can affect every aspect of 

our lives -- for instance, where we live, what our occupation is, how much money we make, who 

we can legally marry, and even how long we live. This course will investigate the varying levels 

of inequality in our society, based on the intersections of race, class, gender, and sexuality.  An 

assessment of various social issues and institutional realms, such as politics and the economy, 

will be made from an intersectional analysis.    

 

 

Learning Objectives: 

 

1.  To define and identify social stratification in society.  

 

2.  To evaluate the level of social stratification in society using various indicators of   

     inequality.  

 

3.  To demonstrate an intersectional analysis of social phenomenon, which takes into account  

      race, class, gender, and sexuality. 

 

4.  To explain race, class, gender, and sexuality from a sociological perspective and how each     

      is socially constructed. 

 

5.  To apply the intersectional framework to understand inequality within various social   

      institutions. 

 

6.  To identify and explain how social structure influences the experiences of  

     diverse groups within society. 

 

7.  To demonstrate critical thinking, information literacy, written communication, and oral       

     communication skills through class requirements.  

Required Texts: 

 

1. Margaret L. Andersen and Patricia Hill Collins. 2007. Race, Class, and Gender: An  

 Anthology. (6
th

 ed.) Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing Co. 

 

2. Kathryn Edin and Maria Kefalas. 2005. Promises I Can Keep: Why Poor Women Put  

 Motherhood Before Marriage. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press. 
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3. Steven J. Rose. 2007. Social Stratification in the United States: The American Profile 

Poster. New York: The New Press. 

 

Additional Readings/Films: 

 

Additional articles from other sources will be on reserve in the Library or available by other 

means if necessary. Students who miss films shown in class are expected to watch the films on 

their own time in the Library. 

 

Course Requirements: 

 

EXAMS:     There will be two exams in this course, a midterm and a final. Each exam is worth 

20% of your grade. The exam format will be a combination of identifications, short essay and 

longer essay, and you will be given one whole class period to take the exam (75 minutes).  Exam 

dates are listed on the course schedule that follows. The final exam date will be determined by 

the university and announced at a later date. Students should be advised that exams will cover 

material from assigned readings, lectures, in-class discussions, and films.   

 

QUIZZES:     In order to keep you up to date on your reading, there will be 8 multiple-choice 

quizzes given during the semester (allotted time is fifteen minutes for each quiz), worth 10% of 

your total grade.  The lowest quiz grade of the semester will be dropped. You MAY NOT 

take a make-up weekly quiz for any reason.  Anyone who misses an exam or quiz will 

receive a 0.  Quiz dates are listed on the course schedule that follows. 

 

SHORT PAPERS:     During the semester, you will be given three take-home assignments to 

complete by the next week’s class period (you will have one week to complete the assignment), 

worth 15% of your grade. You will be asked to critically think about some aspect of the material 

we are coving at the time by typing up a brief (2-3 page) response to a question posed in class. 

The due dates for these assignments are listed in the course schedule, but you will not know what 

the assignment is until announced in class.  

 

PROMISES I CAN KEEP PAPER:     In addition to exams, students are also required to write 

one mid-length paper (5-6 pages) that will require you respond to the book that we are reading 

for class, Promises I Can Keep, worth 20% of your grade. Detailed instructions for satisfactory 

completion of this paper and a grading guide will be given in class at a later date.  

 

 

ORAL PRESENATION:     You will also be expected to do an oral presentation of an article 

during the semester. While all students are expected to read each assigned essay or chapter, one 

student from the class will be responsible for giving a summary and leading a discussion 

for each of the readings in the Andersen and Collins text. A sign-up sheet will be passed out 

the first week of class.  The summary and discussion question for your chosen essay will be a 

part of your participation grade.  Please bring your text to class every day that we meet, so 

that you have a reference during our discussion of the articles. The oral summary for your chosen 

essay will be worth 5% of your final grade. You will also hand in any written preparation you 
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used for your report, such as Power Point slides or a typed summary (it may not be handwritten 

notes that you turn in).  

 

This course will utilize ANGEL to make announcements and post class notes, paper directions, 

and other course materials. Learning objectives for each chapter are also posted on this site. 

 

Article presentation                       =    5% 

Critical thinking assn. – 5% each   =  15% 

Promises Paper          =  20% 

Quizzes           =  10% 

Midterm Exam                   =  20% 

Final Exam            =  20% 

Participation and Attendance         =  10% 

--------------------------------------------------- 

Total:            = 100%  

 

 

The grading system for this course is: 

 

A  = 93 or above 

A- = 90-92 

B+= 87-89 

B  = 83-86 

B- = 80-82 

C+= 77-79 

C  = 73-76 

C- = 70-72 

D+= 65-69 

D  = 60-64 

F  = below 60 

 

 

Course Policies: 

 

Make-up exams are available only in the event of a documented “excused absence” as defined 

by University policy. There will be no make-up quizzes. Consult your undergraduate handbook 

for further information. If you have an emergency or an excused absence, you must notify the 

instructor as soon as possible.  Students who miss an exam without a University recognized 

excused absence will receive a 0 on that exam. Written work is due on the date and at the time 

announced.  Late papers will be the basis for lowering a student’s grade on the assignment. You 

may not hand in papers via email.  If you cannot come to class to turn in your assignment, 

please place your paper on the day it is due in my mailbox in O’Hara Hall, 4
th

 Floor. Any paper 

received after the due date will be considered late, and will be lowered by 10 points for each 

day it is late.          

 

*All written work for this class must be typed, double-spaced, and turned in as a hardcopy. 
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According to University policy, I may not discuss your grades with you via email. You must 

come to my office if you wish to discuss any grade in this course. By law, I may not speak to 

your parents about your grade if you are over 18 years of age. Your final grades will be posted 

by the University online.           

 

Attendance and Participation: 

 

Because exams will cover lecture notes, in-class discussions, and video presentations, regular 

attendance is essential. I do take attendance and a systematic lack of attendance and/or late 

arrivals will be noticed and will be negatively incorporated in the calculation of your final grade.  

You are allowed to miss and/or be late to two classes during the course semester (except for 

exam and presentation days). For every class period that you miss or are late to after two, 

your final attendance grade will be lowered by 5 percentage points. This means that being 

on time to class is crucial! In many instances I will expect you to participate in groups and in 

overall class discussion. If you are not in class, you cannot “make up” for your lack of 

participation. You are responsible for getting notes from a classmate if you miss class. If you 

would like me to go over previous material or to discuss what you may have missed, you must 

see me in person in my office. Please come to class prepared by reading the assigned texts and 

ready to discuss the material. Simply being in class is not considered full participation – you are 

expected to be an active participant in group work and class discussion. I also ask that you keep 

an open and respectful climate in the classroom, so that we can create an atmosphere of learning.   

 

All scheduled articles are to be read by the first day we cover that topic. For example, “Why 

Race, Class, and Gender Still Matter” is to be read by February 4
th

.  Please bring your book(s) 

with you to each class period. I reserve the right to give surprise quizzes in class or extra 

homework assignments if I feel that students are not participating enough or keeping up with 

the reading.  

 

Classroom Conduct: 

 

Please be respectful of those around you, especially your fellow students. Talking while others 

are talking is rude and disruptive, especially when other students are trying to take notes and 

listen to the lecture. I ask that students come to class on time for the same reason. All electronic 

equipment (including lap tops and cell phones) is to be turned off while class is in session, 

especially during exams. If I find you sleeping during the class period or chatting with others 

during a lecture or while classmates are addressing the class, I will give you a 0 for participation 

on that day. You also may not eat during class time. 

 

Academic Integrity: 

 

The faculty of the Department of Sociology & Criminal Justice take a strong stand against 

Academic Dishonesty of all forms. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in any class. In 

includes, but is not limited to, any form of cheating or unapproved help on an exam or academic 

exercise, copying someone else’s written work without citation, presenting fabricated 

information as legitimate, any unauthorized collaboration among students, or assisting someone 
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to cheat in any way. All students have the ethical responsibility for doing their own work. A 

student who is uncertain about whether or not something constitutes academic dishonesty in a 

particular class has the obligation to see their instructor for clarification. A student who is found 

guilty of academic dishonesty will receive a grade of “F” on that assignment and may be 

subject to suspension or expulsion from the university. Please see the University of Scranton 

Academic Code of Honesty for more information: 

http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html. 

 

Disability and Support Services: 

 

Students who have (or suspect that they may have) a disability should seek services through the 

Center for Teaching & Learning Excellence. In order to receive appropriate accommodations, 

students with disabilities must register with the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence 

and provide relevant documentation. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello (Extension 

4039) or Jim Muniz (Extension 4218), 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an appointment. 

  

 
Course Schedule: 

 

On following pages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html
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Course Schedule     
 

 

Introduction         
February 2 

 

 

 

Social Stratification: The Significance of Race, Class, and Gender    
February 4, 9 

 

February 9 -- Quiz #1 

 

*“Why Race, Class, and Gender Still Matter,” Margaret L. Andersen and Patricia Hill Collins  

 

"Missing People and Others: Joining Together to Expand," Arturo Madrid 

 

"Oppression," Marilyn Frye 

 

"A Different Mirror," Ronald T. Takaki 

 

"Age, Race, Class, and Sex: Women Redefining Difference," Audre Lorde 

 

 

 

Race and Ethnicity       
February 11, 16, 18      

 

February 18 – Quiz #2 and Critical Thinking Assignment #1 Due  

 

“Systems of Power and Inequality,” Margaret L. Andersen and Patricia Hill Collins 

 

“Racism Without Racists,” Eduardo Bonilla-Silva  

 

"White Privilege: Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack," Peggy McIntosh  

 

"Of Race and Risk," Patricia Williams 

 

"What White Supremacists Taught a Jewish Scholar about Identity," Abby L. Ferber 

 

“Seeing More than Black and White,” Elizabeth Martinez 

 

"Optional Ethnicities: For Whites Only?” Mary C. Waters 
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Film: “Race: The Power of an Illusion, Vol. 1” 

Gender        
February 23, 25, March 2       

 

March 2 – Quiz #3 

 

"Gender Through the Prism of Difference," Maxine Baca Zinn, Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo, and 

Michael Messner 

 

"Ideological Racism and Cultural Resistance," Yen Le Espiritu 

 

"A White Woman of Color,” Julia Alvarez 

 

"Masculinities and Athletic Careers," Michael Messner 

 

"You Talkin’ To Me?" Jean Kilbourne 

 

Film: “Dreamworlds 3” 

 

 

 

Sexuality        

March 4, 9 

 

March 9 – Quiz #4 

 

“Straight is to Gay as Family is to No Family,” Kath Weston 

 

"Where Has Gay Liberation Gone: An Interview with Barbara Smith," Amy Gluckman and 

Betsy Reed 

 

"Globalizing Sex Workers’ Rights,” Kamala Kempadoo 

 

"The Invention of Heterosexuality," Jonathan Ned Katz 

 

 

 

MIDTERM EXAM -- March 11 

 

 

 

NO CLASSES – Spring Break March 14-22 
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Social Class, Wealth and Inequality    
March 23 

 

Read all of: Social Stratification in the United States: The American Profile Poster, Stephen J. 

Rose  (groupwork will be done on this day)                                                               

 

 

 

Social Class, Wealth and Inequality, cont. 
March 25, 30, April 1 

 

March 30 – Critical Thinking Assignment #2 Due 

 

April 1 – Quiz #5 

 

“The Structure of Social Institutions,” Margaret L. Andersen and Patricia Hill Collins 

 

“The Growing Gulf Between the Rich and Rest of Us,” Holly Sklar 

 

“The Hidden Cost of Being African American,” Thomas M. Shapiro 

 

“Black Picket Fences: Privilege and Peril among the Black Middle Class,” Mary Pattillo-McCoy 

 

“Can Education Eliminate Race, Class, and Gender Inequality?” Roslyn Arlin Mickelson and 

Stephen Samuel Smith 

 

Film: “Race: The Power of an Illusion, Vol. 3” 

         

 

 

Work and Economic Restructuring    
April 6, 8, 15 

 

April 15 – Quiz #6 

 

“Is this a White Country, or What?” Lillian Rubin 

 

“Race, Class, Gender, and Women’s Works,” Teresa Amott and Julie Matthaei 

 

"Soft’ Skills and Race," Philip Moss and Chris Tilly 

 

"The Invisible Poor," Katherine S. Newman 

 

“Doméstica," Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo         
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**Promises: Introduction, Ch. 1 

 

Film: “Roger & Me” 

 

 

 

NO CLASSES -- Easter Holiday April 9-13 

 

 

 

Families and Reproduction 

April 20, 22, 27      

 

April 27 -- Quiz #7 

 

"Our Mothers’ Grief: Racial Ethnic Women and the Maintenance of Families," Bonnie Thornton 

Dill 

 

“Navigating Interracial Borders: Black-White Couples and Their Social Worlds,” Erica Chito 

Childs 

 

**Promises: Ch. 2, 3, & 4 

 

Film: “Maid in America”  

 

 

 

Urban Stratification and Sustainability 

April 29 

 

April 29 -- Critical Thinking Assignment #3 due 

 

“Poisoning the Planet: The Struggle for Environmental Justice,” David Naguib Pellow and 

Robert J. Brulle (on e-reserve).  

 

"Amidst Garbage and Poison: An Essay on Polluted Peoples and Places," Javier Auyero and 

Deborah Swistun. Contexts 6(2): 46-51, 2007 (on e-reserve). 

 

“Broken Levees, Unbroken Barriers,” Jason De Parle 
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Poverty and Welfare 

May 4, 6, 11       

 

May 6 – Quiz #8 

 

Promises I Can Keep: Groupwork and Papers Due on May 11th  

 

"Media Magic: Making Class Invisible," Gregory Mantsios 

 

"Welfare Reform, Family Hardship, and Women of Color," Linda Burnham 

 

"Aid to Dependent Corporations: Exposing Federal Handouts to the Wealthy," Chuck Collins 

 

**Promises: Ch. 5-6, Conclusion (you must finish book by May 11
th

) 

 

 

 

Course Review 

May 13 

 

 

 

Final Exam –  TBA 

 

 

 

Schedule of topics and due dates subject to change. 

 

* In Andersen and Collins text unless otherwise specified                

 

**Promises = Promises I Can Keep  


